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Newdetter of St. John's Unitarian Universalist Church

December 7, 2008

Community Services and Children’s Religious Exploration
classes begin at 11:00am. Child care is available.

Sunday December 14 at 11:00am
“Winter Holiday Choral Service”

Please join the St. John’s Choir for our Winter Holiday Choral
Service. We will be joined by a quintet of string players, two
percussionists, and local, vocal soloists. (see page 5 for details)

Sunday December 21 at 11:00am
“To See A Great Light”
Rev. Carpenter will give the holiday message.

Contemporary Services are on the first and third Sunday of
the month at 9:00am in Krolfifer Hall. Childcare is available.

Sunday December 21 at 9:00am
“ Solsticel”

Gather to celebrate the beginning of Winter and the celestial
New Year. The temperatureswill continue to dip, but more
daylight is coming.

St. John' s annual Family Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service will be on
Wednesday December 24 starting

at 7:00pm. Rev. Frank Carpenter

will lead the service.

Minister
The Rev. Dr. Frank Carpenter
Affiliated Minister
The Rev. Bonnie Meyer
Minister Emerita
The Rev. Annie Foerster
Minister of Music
Dr. Catherine Roma
Assoc. Director of Music
Rachel Kramer
Directors of
Religious Exploration
Omope Daboiku
Wor ship Coordinator
Omope C. Daboiku
Office Administrator
Mary Jo (Josi€) Arens
Caretaker
J. Michael Skaggs
Church Office
513-961-1938
stjohnuu@fuse.net
Church OfficeHours
Monday-Friday
7:30am to 2pm
Church Website
www.stjohnsuu.org
Newsletter Editor
Bruce Beisner

Next Newdetter Deadline
Thurs. December 18 at 5pm




“I welcome the Holy within you. Namaste!”

St. John's new Worship and Liturgy chair, Barbara Hadden showed me a new book on worship, Wayne
Arnason and Kathleen Rolenz’s WORSHIP THAT WORKS. Wayne and Kathleen are co-ministers at the
West Shore UU Church outside of Cleveland.

Kathleen recounts a homiletics professor who asked what was the worst thing you could do in
worship? And answered, greeting people with “Good morning!” Whoa! Said | to myself. We area
welcoming congregation, and | want everyone to feel welcome. What’s wrong with ‘good morning?

The professor’ s point isthat a minister is not the greeter at a Wal-Mart welcoming people to afun day
of shopping, but evoking something more, well, Wayne says ‘holy.” My brain went briefly into overdrive:
need to be inclusive, welcoming everybody AND invoke the holy. And | thought, ‘ Namaste.”

| goggled ‘Namaste’ which let me to Wikipedia. The Sanskrit word has a number of trandlations, most
indicating the divine within me greeting the divine within you, with the appropriate hand gesture of the two
pa ms together before the heart in a slight bow.

The Sunday before Thanksgiving | began worship with “I greet the divine within you Namaste!” And
many responded. It seemed abit off, so when | led worship yesterday at a ministers’ retreat, | began, “I
welcome the Holy within you, Namaste!” They all responded, “Namaste,” with their palms touching.

When | begin our worship the next Sundays, | will invoke what is highest in your livesin this fashion.
| invite you to respond, Namaste.

Frank

Our Mission: St. John’sis committed to creating a safe and caring community,
working for peace and socia justice, and celebrating beliefs that respect freedom
of thought. We are pleased to be designated a Welcoming Congregation by the
Unitarian Universalist Association, and as such we honor and value the racial,
cultural, economic, religious, physical ability, sexua orientation and gender
diversity of our members and visitors, young and old.
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On Thursday December 18th we welcome all
those who can come to a special holiday lunch.
We will join for food and fellowship provided by
the Membership Committee. Following lunch, if
you have time, we will be showing a wonderful
documentary called “Young At Heart.” Bring a
friend. Please email or call the church office to
make reservations at 513-961-1938.

-Omope Daboiku

The next game night will be on Friday December 26
in Krolfifer. Everyone is welcome to attend. We
have plenty of board games, card games and party
games. Y ou are also welcome to bring your own
games, whether they are newly received gifts or old
favorites. Stop in at 7pm or later for one game or
many. Any questions may be directed to Karen
Miller or Pete Asman.

—Pete Asman
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The halls of Haehnle will be decked in December
and January with art form the Studio Elan. While
you probably have not seen this art before, you will
recognize the artists as members past and present of
St. John® Present members Jean Ashcraft, Jan Hay,
and Nina Tolley and previous member Sue Sessum
inspire and learn from each other at their shared
studio at The Essex. Worksinclude oil, pastel,
watercolor, pencil, photography and mixed media.
Everyoneisinvited at attend an artist reception on
Sunday December 14, 3pm to 5pm. An assortment
of holiday refreshments will be served.

-Jan Hay
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It's the most wonderful
time of the year. Why?
That's Gingerbread
House-making time, of
course! On Saturday
evening, December 13,
our annual Gingerbread
House Party will be
held in Krolfifer. There .
will be afew changes from years past—from 6:00
to 7:00pm will be socia hour (Bring-Y our-Own-
Dinner), atime to meet new folks or rekindle old
friendships; from 7:00-8:00pm-ish will be construc-
tion time; and from 8:00-8:30pm we hope to serve
dessert and watch “A Charlie Brown Christmas’ on
the big screen! (Games and simple holiday-themed
activities will be available for the little elves who
might be feeling a bit squirrelly!) Thisis an event
for all ages. Feel free to bring afriend, too! Cost of
the event is $10 per Gingerbread House kit.
Registration runs through December 7. For more
information, contact Elizabeth, Dave or Alexandra
Wilson.

-Elizabeth Wilson
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Due to an expected early delivery of books ordered
from the UUA bookstore, you® have a chance to do
your last-minute Christmas shopping the Sunday
before Christmas, Dec. 21. We have some
intriguing new titles on order, so stop by the
bookstore table that day.

-Adult Religious Education Committee
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First Unitarian Church of Cincinnati will sponsor
apresentation and discussion titled “African
American Family History: A Pathway to Racial
Reconciliation” on January 17 from 12:30pm to
2pm. The program will be followed by areception
and a voucher to attend the Race Exhibit at
Cincinnati Museum Center.

-Carol Fencl
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First Friday Flicks returns on January 2. Please
join usto watch “Peaceful Warrior,” an inspira-
tional story about the power of the human
spirit staring Nick Nolte. For information about
First Friday Flicks contact Debbie Combs or
Karen Miller. The film for February 6 will be

“The Lives of Others.”
-Debbie Combs
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The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee’s
2008 holiday and note cards are now available for
purchase. This year’s eleven new designs include
an assortment pack of note cards with inspiring
images from UUSC work around the world.
By purchasing UUSC cards, you can share
special holiday greetings with your loved ones
while helping to make a difference. All proceeds
help UUSC to advance human rightsin the U.S.
and throughout the world. To see them and buy
them, go to www.uusc.org/holidaycards.

-Claire Wagner
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Members of the Unitarian Universalist Church
of Arlington-Virginia are opening their homesto
fellow UUs from Jan. 16 to Jan. 22 for lodging
during President-elect Obama’ s inauguration.
Accommodations range from sleeping on the
sofa, to a private room and bath, with prices
accordingly. All homes are conveniently located
inthe D.C. metro area (mainly in Arlington,
Alexandria and Fairfax, Virginia) and accessible
to metro (subway system). You don't haveto
miss out on this exciting historical event! Thisis
afundraiser for UUCA -- all proceeds benefit
the church. To request areservation, please
visit www.uucava.org and click on
“UUCA HostsAChange'”.

-Mary Ann Bolton
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By Omope Daboiku
Your Director of Religious Exploration

I know from experience how hectic the next weeks
can become as we try to maintain traditions of the
season. Lettersto Santa, long lines at checkout lanes,
everyone trying to get the best deal on the latest
electronics -- it all can add up to manic behavior. So,
during the next few weeks, let’s take some time to
breathe and reflect on just what we want our legacy to
be. Remember, it’sthe love, not the stuff, that makes
the strongest memories.

RE CLASS SCHEDULE

December 14: Choir Concert --Childcare
available. Children not attending the concert may
gather in Rosa Parks. We'll have stories and make
holiday projects.

December 21: RE Holiday Party -- Childcare
available. All children are invited to gather in
Rosa Parks.

December 28: RE Teachers off -- Childcare
available. All children areinvited to gather in
Rosa Parks as we explore New Y ear traditions
around the world.

January 4 RE classesresume. Childcare
available.
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Join us as we welcome the New Y ear on Thursday
January 1 from noon to 3pm. All members and
friends of St. John’s areinvited to our traditional
“Soup’'s On” party at our home, 6763 Rollymeade
Ave, just off of Shawnee Run in Madeira. There
will be 3 pots of hot soup on the stove, so bring
things to go with that to share (no alcohol please).
Children are welcome -no RSV P necessary. Call
usif you need help with directions..

-Dick & Carol Fencl
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“UUA Peacemaking Statement of Conscience”
will be facilitated by Rev. Frank Carpenter and
Howard Tolley in preparation for St. John's
response due February 1 to a draft prepared by the
Commission on Social Witness. The forum will
be held downstairs in Darwin from 10am-10:45am
on December 14. Copy of the Statement is avail-
able online at www.uua.org/socialjustice/issues
process/currenti ssues/peacemaking/index.shtml.

-Adult RE Committee

n 7
Y our PR Committee plans to take a booth to local
eventsto let people know about St. John's.
Where would you like usto go? Send your ideas
for festivals, fairs, & fun events (with approximate
dates if known) to pr@stjohnsuu.org. Also, please
bring in your spare UU World magazines for us
to hand out. They'll help us convey who UUs
are and what we value. A collection box isin
Krolfifer. Thanks!
-Your PR Committee: Jan Hay,
Linda Heath, Joan Lane, Claire Wagner
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The next Reporter deadline will be on Thursday
December 18 at 5pm. The first one in January
will be Thursday January 8. There will NOT be
adeadline on January 1.
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By Dr. Cathy Roma
<. John's Minister of Music

Please join the St. John®@Choir for our Winter
Holiday Choral Service on Sunday December 14 at
11:00am.Our program is international, multi-
cultural, and our intent, by the music we sing, is
toward a future beyond war, a future where we
revere the common good across al borders. We
sing for the good will of all. We will be joined by a
quintet of string players, two percussionists, and
local, vocal soloists. Some of the music we sing
pertains to the season, but the music actually
celebrates thistime of returning light with prayers
and anthems for peace from across the globe. You
will delight in the diverse repertoire and the talent
and commitment of our wonderful choir.

The second concert in the Music Serieswas a
success. Thank you all. Please, promise not to miss
the third concert in January. The Groove Crew isa
diverse band of seven men and women who play
incredible dance music, ala 1970s soul, Stevie,
Aretha, Temptations, Martha and the Vandellas, and
more. It will be the depth of winter, and whether
you dance or not, come warm up with friends and
family. Please join us on Saturday January 10 at
8:00pm. Weee trying something different for the
series. Come and let us know whether you like it.
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Ethel Ingalls has agreed to coordinate our

Sunday morning Adult Forums, held from 10am to
10:45am downstairs in the Darwin Room. There
will be abreak until early January, but we are
planning to resume early in the New Y ear.

If you are interested in leading aforum, or have an
interesting idea for atopic, give her acall or

send an e-mail to AdultRE@stjohnsuu.org
-Carol Fencl
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Since the initiation of the Kroger gift cardsin July
2004, St John®has received to date over $10,000 as
aresult of members and friends using and reloading
their cards. Whereas 84 families have participated,
only 15 of them account for half of the receipts. In
order of generosity, they are Barbara and Richard
Hadden, Mary Anthony, Frances May and Nzinga
Brooks, Connie and Rick Prairie, Bill
Luerssen and Susan Small, Linda Heath and
Cliff Shider, Clare Wagner, Judy Strong, Marty
Harrington, Mary and Tom Darner, Barbara
and Chase Tonne, Carol and Dick Fencl, George
Dershimer and Jan Hay, Bob and Kathy Laufman,
and Edie Holder .If you have a gift card from St.
John®, please use it. If you want one, please see
Rick Prairie to obtain one for $5.00. If you need any
advice on how to use aKroger gift card, see any of
the persons listed above. Please be aware that you
can use your credit card to reload the gift card, so
you can receive whatever paybacks the credit offers
and St. John®will receive 4% of the money put on
your Kroger gift card.

-Rick Prairie
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The Peacemakers proposal for repainting the church
sign on the front lawn, including the word "peace”
in 12 languages was approved. It will be funded
from the Property Council budget, up to $400. The
guestion of illumination of the sign was put off due
to budget limitations.

Frances May Brooks was apointed to fill Tim
DeWald®term on the Nominating Committee.
After lengthy study by the Personnel Committee
and input from Board and Staff, the revised
Personnel Manual was approved.

The financial status of the church was reviewed,
with concern expressed since pledges paid to date
are about 20% less than in prior years. At the
current rate of income and expenses, a deficit of
over $36,000 in June 2009 is being projected. The
church needsto think creatively about how to live
within our means. Approval of the contract for the
required financial audit was given. Following
provisionsin the Ohio law, the Board regquested
distributions frm the Otto Luedeking Trust,
retroactive to the effective date of the act, with the
make-up distribution of approximately $47,120 to
be put towards prior-year equity. The 2008 share is
expected to be approximately $9,950.

The Board approved the hiring of an interim
minister, after reviewing the timeline to be followed
in the search process.

The Strategic Plan will be reviewed by 5 board
members, who will report back to the Board. A
Board Retreat will be held on Jan. 17.

The next Town Hall Meeting will be held after
church on Sunday December 7, with the financial
status of the church as one of the main topics.
-Carol Fencl, Board Secretary



Tuesday December 9

10:00am: Y oga

6:00pm: Community Building with the Minister
Brown Bag Dinner

7:00pm: Chalice Group (O®eill)

7:15pm: Adult RE- Dharma Reader

7:15pm: Adult RE- Great Story

7:15pm: Adult RE- Living In Balance

7:15pm: RE Adult Evaluation Team

Wednesday December 10

10:00am: Chalice Group (Hadden)
5:30pm: Board Executive Meeting
6:30pm: Caring Circle

7:00pm: Program Planning Team (PPT)
7:15pm: Chalice Group (Strong)

Thursday December 11
10:00am: Meditation
6:45pm: Adult Choir Rehearsal

Friday December 12
7:00pm: YRUU Cookie Baking Overnight

Saturday December 13
10:00am: Choir Dress Rehearsal
6:00pm: Gingerbread House and Pizza Party

Sunday December 14

9:00am: Chalice Group (Nunn)

10:00am: Adult Forum- Statement of Conscience
11:00am: Community Worship Service

1:00pm: Interweave Lunch (at The Melt)
3:00pm: Art Reception

Tuesday, December 16

10:00am: Y oga

6:00pm: Social Time Soup & Bread (RSVP)
7:00pm: YADA Y oung Adults Discussion
7:15pm: Nina Book Discussion

Wednesday December 17
6:30pm: Board of Trustees Meeting
7:00pm: Program Planning Team (PPT)

Thursday December 18

10:00am: Meditation

11:00am: Daytimers Luncheon
5:00pm: Deadline for The Reporter
6:45pm: Adult Choir Rehearsal

Friday December 19
7:00pm: Interweave Movie Night

Saturday December 20

9:00am: Dream Group

9:00am: Contemporary Service Rehearsal
10:00am: CGCC

Sunday December 21

9:00am: Contemporary Service
11:00am: Community Worship Service
12:15pm: Deck the Spuds Luncheon
12:30pm: Green Sanctuary Partners
1:00pm: Non Violent Communications

Tuesday December 23
10:00am: Y oga
7:15pm: Adult RE- Dharma Reader

Wednesday December 24
Church Office Closed
7:00pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
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“Thelonger | live, the more | realize the impact of attitude on life. Attitude, to me, is more
important than facts. It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than
circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or say or do.

It is more important than appearance, giftedness, or skill. It will make or break a company

... achurch ... ahome. The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the
attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change our past. We cannot change the fact
that people will act in acertain way. We cannot change the inevitable.

The only thing we can do is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude ... | am
convinced that life is 10% what happens to me, and 90% how | react to it. And so it iswith you
... we arein charge of our Attitudes.”

-Charles Swindoll



