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Newsletter of St. John’s Unitarian Universalist Church

January 24, 2010

Sunday Community Worship Services

Community Worship Services and Children’s Religious Exploration
begin each Sunday at 11:00am. Child care is available.

Sunday January 31 at 11:00am
“Taoism: The Watercourse Way”
the Rev. Denise Tracy

In this service we will learn what the Taoists have to say about life,
faith and religious practice. We will also learn some basics about the
ancient practice of Taoist moving prayer: Tai Chi.

Sunday February 7 at 11:00am
“The Love You Make: The Theology of The Beatles”
the Rev. Denise Tracy

Wear your tie dyed shirts, your old hippie clothes (you are still
wearing them? ...wear them anyway). Hear a tribute to the Fab Four with
special music of The Beatles.

Sunday February 14 at 11:00am
“A Service on Love”
the Rev. Denise Tracy

Since it is Valentine’s Day,
Denise is asking members to
bring their favorite poems,
love songs and stories. If you
would like to read, sing or
tell a story, please let
Denise know.

Our Mission: St. John’s is committed to creating a safe and caring community,
working for peace and social justice, and celebrating beliefs
that respect freedom of thought.

Interim Minister
the Rev. Denise Tracy
Minister Emerita
the Rev. Annie Foerster
Minister of Music
Dr. Catherine Roma
Assoc. Director of Music
Rachel Kramer
Acting Director of
Religious Exploration
Elizabeth Wilson
Office Administrator
Mary Jo (Josie) Arens
Church Office
513-961-1938
office@stjohnsuu.org
Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
7:30am to 2pm
Church Website
www.stjohnsuu.org
e-News
enews@stjohnsuu.org
Newsletter Editor
Bruce Beisner
Next Newsletter Deadline
Thursday February 4, 2010
at Spm




Minister’s Musings

Dear Friends,

Our history night was such fun! 45 people!!!! We listened
to stories of how people came to St John’s and what encouraged
them to stay. On a time line beginning in 1814, we wrote all over
the walls and put our own stories into the mix. The time line is
still there and you can enter yourself: your joining, your wedding,
the birth of your children, other significant passages. You see, you are
part of the story. You are part of St John's past, present and future!

We (the Transition Team and I) have a second event planned on Wednesday February 10,
with dinner at 5:30pm and the program from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. The topic of this night is St
John’s Identity/Mission. You will have the opportunity to reflect with members and friends of
the church about what you feel the significant values and identity of our church are and what
you want them to be in the future.

We will have fun. You will be interested and challenged! You will be fed and there is
childcare. (Right now I am thinking I will make comfort food-- macaroni and cheese. Iuse
my Mom's recipe...and it is good.) So please set your watches, write in your datebook, and plan
to be there. Remember these events are to ready the congregation to receive, meet, greet and
welcome a new minister into your midst. the more people who participate, the more clear
everyone will be on the history, mission, identity and vision of St John's.

Call the church office to let us know you are coming....513-961-1938.

Blessings,

Denise
Your Interim Minister

Rev. Denise Tracy's Schedule and Contact Numbers
cell 847-431-8282,  private line at church 513-961-1994,  home 513-376-6775 (in case of emergency)
Office Hours are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am to noon, or by appointment
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%’pportunities
& Invitations

Taste of St. John’s

Come one, come all to the Lunch and Auction on
Sunday January 31 after church celebrating the
singular gifts of all of our members and friends —
the annual Taste of St. John’s! Participate in a
not- so- silent auction, conducted by our own Don
Cowan. New items on the block include spring
dinners, fall vacation retreats, a sewing machine, a
family zoo membership, your choice of sermon
topics and choral anthems, even an opportunity to
direct the choir! Adults -$5 for lunch, kids free and
fun for all ages.

-Penny Shada

Come Celebrate the Groundhog
Which local TV meteorologist has earned your
trust for accurate forecasts? St. John's does not
need the technology of satellites or doppler radars
We rely on the tried and true predictions of our
groundhog. Join the faithful on February 2 at
7:35am at Mt. Storm Park to watch the sunrise
and note whether the groundhog can see his shad-
ow. After a very brief ceremony we will go to St.
John's for a potluck breakfast. If you’ll be late for
school or work we’ll give you an excuse slip.
-Melanie Marsh

The Great Media Bazaar

Sundays February 21 and 28 will be your oppor-
tunity to support St. John’s operating budget while
picking up great bargains in donated CDs, DVDs,
VHS tapes, and computer games. Before then,
bring in those abandoned and neglected electronic
media items cluttering your shelves, so that others
can purchase and enjoy. Place them in marked
donation boxes in Krolfifer and the coat room. The
Great Media Bazaar is sponsored by the
Wednesday Morning Chalice Group.

-Ted Chism

St. John’s Music Series Concert

Join Wild Carrot and the Roots Band on Saturday,
February 6 at 10:30am for a kick-back, family-
friendly concert. This “edutainment” program will be
fresh and fun - something that both the young and
young at heart will enjoy. Pamela Temple and
Spencer Funk will be joined by the Roots Band,
Brenda Wolfersberger and Brandt Smith
Pam Temple and Spencer Funk are Wild Carrot. This
Cincinnati-based, award-winning group has what it
takes to please all types of folk music fans. Rooted in
traditional American music, their repertoire branches
in diverse directions: from award-winning original
songs to swing, from traditional and not-so-traditional
folk songs to show tunes and blues. They do
interesting arrangements with vocals, guitar,
mandolin, concertina, penny whistle, dulcimer and the
occasional bowed psaltery. Wild Carrot's entertaining
and moving performances have something for
everyone. Their performances have often been
described as "honest, soothing, uplifting and fun all at
the same time", moving an audience from laughter to
tears and back again in a way that makes the listener
feel like they're in a conversation with old friends. All
of this adds up to a performance that's been described
as "seamless", "life-sized complex, subtle and
powerful" and "a joy." Tickets are $15.00 (includes 1
adult/1 child). $10.00 student w/ID and $5.00 children
12 and under, and are available online, through the
church office or at the door.

-The Music Committee

Identity & Mission Night

Mark your calendar for February 10. Rev. Tracy and
the Transition Team will present an opportunity to
reflect with members and friends of the church about
what you feel the significant values and identity of our
church are and what you want them to be in the

future. Dinner from 5:30pm to 6:30, program from
6:30pm to 8:00pm. Childcare will be provided. Please
register by calling 513-961-1938.

-Denise Tracy
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Adult Forums

Sunday January 31 is the last of our series on
Justice: When There Is No Justice. We will view
portions of a DVD about how people choose to deal
with a lack of justice for the wrongs committed
against them. Science has suggested that we are
"hard-wired" for revenge. If so, how do we forgive?
Is forgiveness even possible? Discussion will follow
the film.

A few weeks ago Rev. Tracy suggested we need to
look for the things that resonate with us personally as
we are all different. In our February forums we will
explore some of those things we have found that
make our “inner tuning forks” hum.

Sunday Feb.ruary7 forum will be: This Book/Poem
Resonates For Me. Bring your favorite book or poem
to the forum and share a poem or passage from the
book with the group. Tell us why this particular work
has special meaning for you.

We are enjoying holding forums in Krolfifer and
give a hearty thank you to the kitchen set up crews
and the coffee devotees for honoring our "SSSH"
signs, reducing background distractions. Registration
is not required to attend forums. Everyone is
welcome. Forums are held each Sunday from 10:00
to 10:45am in Krolfifer. If you have a question or
suggestion, contact Ethel Ingalls or Pamela Wilz.
-Ethel Ingalls

Rising Star-Shining Star Recital
Save the date! On Sunday February 14 at 1:30pm,
we will have a special recital featuring the talents of
St. John’s — both our young and established
musicians will have the opportunity to perform! Join
our “stars” for this recital on February 14 at the
church. Admission is $5.00 for young and old! If
you are interested in performing or have any
questions, please contact Associate Director of
Music Rachel Kramer.

-Rachel Kramer
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Men’s Group Programs

on Cronkite and Astronomy
On Sunday February 7, Jack Neggerman will present
a video titled “Cronkite Remembers A Remarkable
Century: Television and Politics" and lead a discus-
sion following the monthly Men's Group dinner at
6 pm in Krolfifer. RSVP to February's chief cook
Howard Tolley if planning to attend for dinner.
Super Bowl fans can tape the first half of the big
game.
Have you ever gazed in awe and wonder at the
brilliant starry sky? Ever wondered what — or who —
was out there? If you are interested in such things,
keep the evening of March 7 open and watch for
more information in the next issue of the Reporter.
For movie buffs, the program will adjourn in time
for viewing the Oscars.

-Dick Fencl and Howard Tolley

Interweave Potluck & Movie Night

Please join us for a potluck and movie in Krolfifer on
Friday February 19. The doors will open at 7:00 for
the potluck, and the movie is scheduled to begin at
7:30. We'll be showing the movie "Desert Hearts".
This is a classic lesbian love story that was originally
released in 1985. Interweave is St John’s social
group for GLBT folks and friends/allies. All are
welcome!

-Greg Terhune

Knitting for Peace
Please join us for knitting or crocheting of hats,
scarves or mittens. Lately, we've donated items to
Crayons to Computers, a free store for teachers with
low income students. We'll meet Sunday mornings
from 10:00 until 10:45 in the library on February 7
and 21, March 7 and 21, and April 11 and 25. All
skill levels and ages are welcome. This is a great way
to improve your skills and meet others at St. John's.
Call Debbie Combs for details.

-Debbie Combs



.
Among ~Furselves

Unsung Hero Award

Recommendations
Individual St. John’ s members are invited to
submit recommendations with no more than a one
paragraph explanation for the 2009 Unsung Hero
award in the Nominating Committee’s mailbox in
the church office or via email to Howard Tolley
or Wanda Crawford no later than February 15.
The Unsung Hero Award honors outstanding
effort during the January to December calendar
year and may also recognize additional effort
from prior years. It is not intended to recognize:
- Work of members of our Board of Trustees
- Work performed by St. John’ s paid staff
- Efforts honored during the church year, such as
service of teachers recognized in an annual
ceremony
- Efforts readily visible to the congregation
throughout the year
- Work of major committee or task force chairs
Currently active St. John’ s members identified
on the plaque in the chapel honored since 1989:
Curt Miller, Sam Cauffield, Melanie Marsh,
Emily Hodges, Penny Shada, Bruce Beisner, Bill
Surber, Kathy Laufman, Carol Fencl and Judy
Buxton.
The nominating committee also welcomes recom-
mendations of members for election in June to ten
positions including Vice President/PresidentElect,
Finance, Administrative, Property, and Mission
Council Directors, as well as two members of the
nominating committee. Job descriptions and
Board Member’s responsibilities for each posi-
tion can be found in the Members’ Corner at
www.stjohnsuu.org/

-Howard Tolley

Haitian Earthquake Relief Fund
Those who would like to reach out to Haitians
during this post-earthquake crisis may do so via the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. A secure
site for donations is available on the UUSC web
page at www.uusc.org. If you prefer to send a check,
please make it payable to“UUSC/UUA Haiti
Earthquake Relief Fund” and mail it to UUSC,
P.O. Box 844001, Boston, MA 02284-4001.

-Claire Wagner

Congratulations Rachel!
Our own Rachel Kramer has been named the
2009 Ohio Independent Music Teacher of the Year
by the Ohio Music Teachers Association (OMTA) —
state affiliate of the Music Teachers National
Association (MTNA). In addition to serving as St.
John’s Associate Director of Music, Kramer is
president of Music Learning Center, Inc., which
teaches 250 students ages 6 months to 16. She’s also
a adjunct faculty member at Wilmington College,
associate director and accompanist of the MUSE
Women’s Choir and president-elect of the OMTA
Southwest District. Congratulations to Rachel on this
exciting honor.

-Emily Hodges

UUA Study/Action Issues

On January 17, St John’s participated in a Congre-
gational Poll to rank proposed Study/Action Issues
for the Unitarian Universalist Association’s Social
Witness Cycle. 34 members voted, and our results
will be sent to the UUA for inclusion in the larger
congregational poll. The top five issues chosen
nationally will be included in the Final Agenda at
UUA General Assembly in June. We chose:
Ending Slavery
National Economic Reform
Energy, Peace and Justice
Immigration as a Moral Issue
Revitalizing American Democracy

-Ann Schuur, Director Mission Council

N
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February 14 Service
This year Valentine's Day falls on a Sunday. Our
Interim Minister, Denise Tracy, is collecting your
favorite love poems and a story or two... and if you
have a musical piece you would like to share...we'll
pull in all together into a congregational Love Fest
for our service on February 14. If you would like to
read, sing or tell a story, please let Denise know.
-Denise Tracy

From The Fund Trustees:

The Outreach Endowment Fund
This fund was established by the Board of Trustees
in 1993 to provide income to the Outreach Grant
program and to provide a way for St. John’s to invest
in socially responsible ways, and to provide a vehicle
for others to also endow the program with additional
monies. The limitations that the Fund Trustees have
are that all funds are to be invested in either 1)
Community based loan funds that serve low-income
populations, 2) mutual funds which are screened to
so as to meet certain criteria for responsible
activities, 3) US Treasury investments, 4) cash or 5)
money market funds. Up to 5% of the Fund’s assets
can be made available to the Board for distribution
through the Outreach Grant program. However, a
policy developed by the Fund Trustees and approved
by the Board is that the Fund will be allowed to grow
until it amounts to $10,000 before draws begin.
Unfortunately, this total has not been reached yet.
The amount of investments in the Fund total only
$5600. At the current rate of return on the
investments, it will be several years until the
Trustees need to be concerned about distributing the
assets. Now, of course, if a member or friend would
like to make a $4400 contribution, we could begin
the distribution process on very short notice. Contact
one of the Fund Trustees to learn more about this or
any of the other funds that have been covered in the
past few Reporters. Remember, you may make a
contribution of any of the Funds at any time.

-Dick Fencl
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Financial Corner

Budget vs. Actual  Received % of Budget
Jul - Dec 09 Represented

Income
Building Donations,

and Rentals 4,740.50 86.19%
Donations 6,938.71 42.05%
Endowment Income 3,536.19 50.52%
Fundraisers 2,846.81 27.11%
Interest 10.70 4.28%
Other Income 2.00 0.8%
Pledges

Current Year 105,904.66  58.19%

Previous Year 12,184.54 121.85%
Total Pledges 118,089.20  61.51%
Reserves 2009 15,000.00 100.0%
Total Income 151,164.11 61.2%

With 50% of the church year completed, we’ve
received 61% of our anticipated income.
Thank you, St. John’s!

-Budget and Finance Committee

Up for Grabs Day

The Green Sanctuary Partners invite you to parti-
cipate in Northside's 4™ Annual “Up For Grabs Day”
on Saturday January 30 from noon to 4pm at North
Presbyterian Church on Hamilton Avenue. “Up For
Grabs Day” is a Community Recycling Event
designed to redistribute usable items throughout our
community, rather than having these useful but
unwanted goods wind up in a landfill. So basically,
it's a big FREE garage sale! You bring things you
don't want (each participant needs to bring at least two
items to donate) and you can take home as much stuff
as you want - FOR FREE. The only catch is that you
can't use items acquired at “Up For Grabs Day” for
profit or resale. “Up For Grabs Day” categories are:
arts and crafts, books, audio/video, appliances,
electronics, pet items, house wares, baby items, toys
and games, shoes, men's clothes, women's clothes,
children's clothes, and oversized items. If you’d like
to donate an item that is too big to bring with you, just
bring a photo to post.

-The Green Sanctuary Partners



Church Calendar

Sunday January 24
9:30am: Choir Rehearsal
10:00am: Adult Re Forum
10:00am: Knitting for Peace
11:00am: Community Worship Service
and Children’s Religious Exploration
12:15pm: Congregational Meeting
3:00pm: Memorial Concert for Esme Kenney
6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee
Tuesday January 26
10:00am: Yoga
7:00pm: Chalice Group (Luerssen)
7:00pm: Intro Teachings of the Buddha
Wednesday January 27
6:30pm: Caring Circle
Thursday January 28
10:00am: Meditation
6:00pm: Tai Chi Class
7:15pm: Choir Rehearsal
Friday January 29
7:00pm: Game Night
Saturday January 30
9:30am: Tai Chi Class
4:00pm: Earth Spirit IMBOLIC Ritual
Sunday January 31
9:30am: Choir Rehearsal
10:00am: Adult RE Forum
11:00am: Community Worship Service
and Children’s Religious Exploration
12:30pm: Taste Event Lunch and Auction
1:00pm: Non Violent Communication
6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee
Tuesday February 2
7:30am: Ground Hog Day Breakfast
10:00am: Yoga
7:00pm: Book Group Discussion
7:00pm: YADA
7:30pm: Intro to Teachings of the Buddha

Wednesday February 3

10:00am: Chalice Group (Hadden)

7:00pm: Chalice Group (Prairie)

7:00pm: Membership Committee
Thursday February 4

10:00am: Meditation

5:00pm: Deadline for The Reporter

6:00pm: Music Committee Meeting

6:00pm: Tai Chi Class

7:15pm: Choir Rehearsal
Saturday February 6

10:30am: St. John’s Music Series Concert
Sunday February 7

9:30am: Choir Rehearsal

10:00am: Adult Forum

10:00am: Knitting for Peace

11:00am: Community Worship Service

and Children’s Church

1:00pm: Non Violent Communication

6:00pm: Men's Group

6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee
Monday February 8

7:00pm: Finance Committee
Tuesday February 9

10:00am: Yoga

7:30pm: Intro to Teachings of the Buddha
Wednesday February 10

6:30pm; Executive Board Meeting

7:00pm: Chalice Group (Strong)

7:00pm: Transition Team Identity Night
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Thought Tf the Week

“Where love is, there 1s God.”

-LEO TOLSTOY



