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Community Worship Services  

Community Worship Services and Children’s Religious Exploration 
begin each Sunday at 11:00am. Child care is available.  

 

Sunday December 13at 11:00am  
“Listening of Angels” 
the Rev. Denise Tracy  
     I will speak on what I believe about some of the more mystical  
aspects of the Holidays. 
 

Sunday December 20 at 11:00am 

“Choral Holiday Service” 

St. John’s Adult Choir, under the direction of Dr. Catherine Roma 
     Our annual Choral Sunday Service will celebrate this time of light, 
love, giving, thoughtfulness, and peace filled glad tidings. Musical  
 selections and well crafted poetry will combine to create a choral 
tapestry of love and interconnectedness. Our music is, in part,  inspired 
by the life of Esme Kenney. You will hear the beauty of  
her life swirling through the sounds we create to honor her and this 
most light-full and hope-filled time of year.  
 
 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Thursday December 24 at 7:00pm 

the Rev. Denise Tracy  
    This will be a traditional Christmas  
Eve service with carols, choir,  
children's story, homily and  
candlelight closing as we sing  
“Silent Night.” If you are looking  
for a whiff of holiday memories,  
this is your ceremony.   
  

 

Interim Minister  

  the Rev. Denise Tracy 

Minister Emerita 

  the Rev. Annie Foerster 

Minister of Music 

  Dr. Catherine Roma 

Assoc. Director of Music 

  Rachel Kramer 

Acting Director of  

Religious Exploration 

   Elizabeth Wilson 

Office Administrator 

   Mary Jo (Josie) Arens 

Church Office 

   513-961-1938 

   office@stjohnsuu.org 

Church Office Hours 

   Monday-Friday 

   7:30am to 2pm 

Church Website 

   www.stjohnsuu.org 

e-News 

   enews@stjohnsuu.org 

Newsletter Editor 

    Bruce Beisner 

    bbeisner@advantext.com  

Next Newsletter Deadline 

   Thursday December 17  

   at 5pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

  Minister’s Musings             
                                                                   from Rev. Denise Tracy                                                                                            
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
My first year as a minister of a congregation in 1976, I thought I was going to  
have a nervous breakdown.  I had such high expectations of myself both at  
church and at home.  I remember crying about how much there was to do and  
how I seemed to be incapable of accomplishing it all.  Over the years I have  
learned to do my holiday shopping in August and to do things over the fall,  
before congregational life gets too busy.  But a few years ago something  
happened that changed how I saw these holidays. 
 
I read an article called “The White Envelope Christmas.” It was about a family that gave each other white 
envelopes with service or mission gifts inside.  I started doing this.  I calculate what I have to spend and  
take 10-15% of this money and think of an appropriate charity or service to give in each person’s name.  
One year in my son's white envelope, I wrote him that I had given 10 pairs of socks to the homeless shelter 
we worked at.  Another year in our white envelopes were lists of all the ingredients for a dinner for a family 
that had no money for food and a list of gifts given to each member of  the family.  These envelopes are 
under our tree, tucked into a branch and are the last presents to be opened. It is a tangible way of thinking 
about others and buying less for ourselves. 
 
Some years I have more money and do more.  Other years, I have less and do less.  What is important is that 
everyone receives a gift that is given to someone else in their name.  I try to do something that has meaning 
for each person.  It is my way of expressing gratitude in a way that we stop on Christmas day and think 
about others. 
 
I wish you a holiday season where you know how much you are loved and can express how much you love 
others... 
 
Blessings, 

Denise 
Your Interim Minister 
 
 
 

 
Rev. Denise Tracy's Schedule and Contact Numbers 
cell  847-431-8282,      private line at church  513-961-1994,       home 513-376-6775 (in case of emergency)  
Office Hours are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am to noon, or by appointment 
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pportunities 
& Invitations 
 

 

More Soup & Bread Lunches 
Coming Soon 
 The Soup & Bread lunches sponsored by the Friends 
of Szentlaszlo in October and November have been 
very popular.  They have been so successful that we 
have been able to transmit to our partner congre-
gation $780 which will be used to pay for the bread 
given to the elderly members of the congregation 
each week.  The next Soup & Bread Lunch will be 
this upcoming SundayDecember 13.  This luncheon 
will be served in coordination with a town hall 
meeting at 12:45.  Everyone is encouraged to have 
lunch and then attend this important church meeting.  
Two additional luncheons have been scheduled for 
January 10th and February 14th.  Mark your 
calendars now for these lunches along with the 
annual Partner Church Dinner scheduled for 
Saturday, March 13th.  This year's partner church 
dinner will be a little different.  The menu will be 
based on the foods of India in recognition of the 
partnerships with the 27 Unitarian churches and 
fellowships in the Khasi Hills region of India.  This 
year's dinner will also be special as we celebrate the 
20th anniversary of St. John's partnership with the 
Unitarian Church of Nyaradszentlaszlo, Romania.  
All of these events, the soup & bread lunches and the 
partner church dinner, are always successful because 
of the tremendous support you give to these events.  
Please contact Tom Darner to help with one of the 
upcoming soup & bread lunches.  You are the ones 
who make them happen. 
                            -The Friends of Szentlaszlo 
 
 

 
Gingerbread House Party 
Sunday December 6 is the last day to sign up for  
the Gingerbread House Party. The party is for the 
young and the young-at-heart. It will be held on 
Saturday December 13 from 6pm to 9pm. 
Registration will be in Krohlfifer immediately  
after the church service. 
                                                -Frances May Brooks 

 

Holiday Open House 

Please join Barbara and Richard Hadden, Eddie 
Langdon, Karen Miller and Frank Meyer for  
their annual Holiday Open House on Saturday 
December 12 from 3pm to 5pm. All you need to  
do is bring your good cheer and an appetizer or 
dessert to share.  Call Barbara or Karen with any 
questions. 
                                                 -Karen Miller 
 

Interweave Holiday Gathering 
Please join us for our next Interweave potluck and 
movie scheduled for Friday evening December 11 
starting at 7:00pm in Krolfifer. At 7:30, we’ll be 
showing a holiday-themed GLBT film “24 Nights”, 
which will be followed by an optional holiday gift 
exchange.  Contact Greg Terhune for more details.   
                                              -Greg Terhune 
 

Poinsettias for Christmas Eve 
Just a reminder that Thursday December 10 is the 
last day for you to order a poinsettia to decorate the 
Sanctuary on Christmas Eve. Prices are 7" $16, 8" 
$20, 10" $25, colors red or white. If you would like 
to order, please call or email Josie in the office at 
office@stjohnsuu.org or 513-961-1938. Please 
include your name, address and phone number and 
a note if it’s for a special dedication in memory of 
or celebration of someone. Plants may be taken 
home after the Christmas Eve service.  
                                             –Josie Arens    
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New Year's Day Soup's On Party 
Once again Dick and Carol Fencl invite the members 
and friends of St. John’s to join us on New Year's 
Day, Friday January 1 from noon  to 3pm. We've 
moved across town, so this year the party will be in 
the Party Room at our new home in College Hill at 
Hammond North. We'll supply big pots of soup and 
drinks and you bring whatever you'd like to share. 
More details to follow, but mark your new calendars 
and start the New Year with friends. 
                                                          -Carol Fencl 

 

Starhawk Anyone? 
Feminist Theologian Starhawk is the keynote  
speaker at a UU Women's Conference in Milwaukee 
Wisconsin from February 26-28.  Rev. Denise Tracy, 
our minister, is on the Planning Committee, if you 
would like more information.  The conference cost  
is $125 for the conference and home hospitality is 
available. 
                                                            -Denise Tracy  

 

Attention Music Lovers 
The Mountain Institute will present “Building a 
Vocal Community: Singing in the African American 
Tradition” with Ysaye Barnwell on March 11 to 14. 
This UU-affiliated conference and retreat center is 
located in beautiful Highlands, North Carolina.  
More information will be available at the website 
www.mountaincenters.org or by contacting Carol or 
Dick Fencl, Mountain Ambassadors. Car-pooling 
may be able to be arranged. 
                                                          -Carol Fencl 

 

Bookstore Now Open  
The St. John's Bookstore will be open before and 
after church on the first two Sundays of December. 
Stop by to purchase a book either for yourself or as a 
gift. We'll also have a selection of Holiday cards 
from the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. 
                                            -The Adult RE Committee 
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Preview of Upcoming Adult RE 
Below are some of the offerings early next year, with 
more details in the next Reporter. 

 

Tai Chi: Due to the high interest in our class this 
fall, we will once again offer Tai Chi here at the 
church. Rev. Denise Tracy will lead a Tai Chi group 
from 6pm to 7pm for six sessions on Thursday 
evenings beginning on January 7. In addition, she 
will hold another Saturday morning session on 
January 30. 

 

An Introduction to the Teachings of the Buddha : 

Richard Blumberg will lead this on eight consecutive 
Tuesdays, starting January 19 at 7:30 p.m.  

 

Proverbs of Ashes: Did you ever wonder about the 
need for a savior to die on a cross? What does this 
mean for our understanding of the role of violence in 
religion? Three-session group, based on the text by 
two leading UU female scholars looking at violence 
and redemptive suffering. Book is available at the 
bookstore if you want to get a head start on the 
reading. Time TBD, but will probably be Tuesday 
evenings in February. 

 

Great Decisions: This popular discussion group will 
once again meet on Sundays after church beginning 
in mid-February. Become informed about current hot 
topics around the world, based on our readings and 
the DVD.  Pre-orders for the book are being taken at 
the bookstore Sunday December 6 for a reduced 
price. Dick Fencl and Frank Meyer will lead this 
group. 
                                    -The Adult RE Committee 
 

RX Bottle Donations 
We will no longer be collecting empty prescription 
bottles at St. John's. Thanks for your past support. 
They have made a difference to those in develop- 
ing countries served by Matthew 25 Ministries. 
                                        -Frances May Brooks 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Among urselves 
 

Caretaker Position Open  
at St. John’s 
 St. John's very much appreciates our interim 
Caretaker. Even so, we are looking for a long-term 
candidate to take the position on a permanent basis. 
We will give preference to those who can work all 
day on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, with 
additional occasional weekend times as needed; who 
have retired from a similar previous position; those 
not yet members or friends of our church; and those 
who have handy or specialized skills that help in 
maintaining an older building. If you or someone  
you know is interested, please call the office at  
513-961-1938 or send a resume to 320 Resor Ave, 
Cincinnati, OH 45220. 
                                             -Krista December 
 

Bowls in the Kitchen 
There are a stack of bowls/plates on the kitchen 
cabinet behind the door that goes into Krolfifer.  
If any of these are yours please claim them by  
Christmas or they will be donated to a charity.  
                                                –Josie Arens 
 

New Hymnals Needed 

With recent increases in our service attendance,  
we are now running out of hymnals on Sunday 
mornings. If you would like to purchase one and  
give it to the church in honor or in memory of 
someone, this would be a great time to do so.  
Hymnals cost $30.  You could so this as a holiday 
present that you do not have to wrap.  Just write  
A check for $30, put “Hymnal” on the memo line, 
be sure to attach your dedication, and put it in the 
offering plate or send it to the office. 
                                             -Denise Tracy      

Taste of St. John's Auction 
Please check the easel in Haehnle Hall for sign-up 
sheets.  There are also dinners on January 16, 
February 20, February 27 and April 27 and room for 
more! Tickets are also available for a wide variety of 
musical performances:  Offerings by Emily Hodges 
on display in Krolfifer. Good seats!  Great price! 

HOLIDAY TREATS: 

• Healthy, tasty pumpkin bread delivered to 
church on a Sunday $6. Offered by Claire Wagner. 

• Spiced pecans in holiday jars: ready for 
eating/decorated for giving. Delivered to church.  
$7.  Offered by Sandy Geiser.  

SERVICES: 

• Do you own something special you'd like to 
sell on eBay to benefit St. John's? I will take all the 
work off your hands:  I'll create a nice ad with 
photos, ship the item, and inform you of the result.  
All proceeds will go to St. John's through eBay’s 
Giving Works.  Cost: $5 per listing.  Offered by 
Frank Meyer.   

• Mending/altering trousers, jackets, etc.  
byexperienced seamstress, offered by Allison 
Sterrett-Krause.  See easel for details.   

• The following services are offered by Pete 
Asman – location flexible: his home or yours,  
Public Library, etc:   
Typing of manuscript or letter @ $5 typewritten 
page.  Turn your handwritten story, journal, 
manuscript or holiday letter into an electronic  
and/or printed document that may be edited and 
shared more easily with others.  Also includes  
one round of your edits.   
Math tutoring by an experienced math instructor.  
Any topic of your choice, from basic addition to 
algebra and trigonometry. (2 hours) $40-  
Learn to use e-mail.  Step-by-step, from the begin-
ning.  No prior computer experience required.  
Handout provided for you to keep. $20- 
                                                -Penny Shada 
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RE-flections 
By Elizabeth Wilson  

Acting Director of Religious Exploration 

 
     Phew. . .when this newsletter was last published, I 
was living in relative anonymity as chair of the 
Religious Exploration Committee. What a difference 
a few weeks makes! We are grateful for the 
contributions made by Omope Daboiku, our recently 
resigned DRE. We will be providing opportunities  
for the church community to express their appreci-
ation to Omope in the very near future, stay tuned! 
    Religious Exploration for children and youth is an 
important and vital part of our church. Know that the 
program is anchored by the RE Visioning Team—a 
committee of dedicated individuals bringing with 
them a wide-range of talent and experience—AND 
an amazing group of RE teachers and helpers who 
work so hard to make our RE program meaningful to 
our kids. I’m confident this group will continue to 
work hard to make improvements to our RE 
programming. I welcome any comments, concerns 
and suggestions you may have as we maneuver 
through more changes. Feel free to call me at St. 
John’s (office hours- Tues/Wed/Thur from 9am to 
2pm) or email me. 
     By the time you read this, our celebration of the 
winter holidays will have kicked off with the annual 
Voices of Variety Choral Service on December 6. 
Many thanks to Rachel Kramer and Kathy Rentz for 
providing enriching musical opportunities to our 
children & youth. . .and a big thanks to all of the kids 
who participated in this exciting performance! 
 

Upcoming RE Class Schedule 

December 13: Regular RE classes meet. 
(Prospective “Coming of Age” participants meet 
with Rick Prairie in the library during class time.) 

December 20: Adult Choir Choral Service. 
Childcare available. Children are encouraged to 
attend this multigenerational service, but are wel-
come  to gather in Rosa Parks for holiday activities. 
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December 27: RE teachers off. Childcare available. 
Children are invited to come to Rosa Parks to explore 
Kwanzaa traditions. 
January 3: First Sunday. Our 4-5th grade class will 
provide the opening reading and light the chalice 
during the worship service. RE classes meet together 
to explore Famous UUs. 
 
 

Adult Forums 
   Forum discussions are held from 10 to 10:45am 
before the worship service. Forums are open to 
everyone. No registration is required. We will take a 
break over Christmas as there will be no forums on 
December 27 or January 3. When the forums resume 
on January 10, we will be meet in Krolfifer instead 
of downstairs. This will make access to the forum 
easier and will allow us to use the video equipment 
occasionally. A big thank you to the Friends of 
Szentlaszlo and the Coffee Hosts for adjusting their 
activities so we may use Krolfifer.  

Upcoming forums include: 

December 13 - Growing in Our Faith: How Up Close 
and Personal Is Your God? If you believe there is a 
God, how do you refer to Him/Her/It? When do you 
feel the closest? What has influenced your belief or 
non-belief in God? Has this changed over the course 
of your lifetime? One of the wonderful things about 
UU is that whatever you believe, we affirm you. None 
of us has all the answers but each of us can share what 
we have learned. 
December 20th - Growing In Our Faith: What Does 
Our Faith Require of Us? It is hard to remember in the 
rush and complexity of our daily lives, especially at 
this time of year, just how our faith relates to all of the 
invitations and expectations of family and community. 
How do your personal beliefs relate to the celebration 
of Christmas? And how does your faith sustain you in 
your decisions? We will discuss how our beliefs 
influence our actions and choices. 
Our forum theme for January will be Justice. If you 
have a topic of particular interest or a suggestion 
related to justice, please contact Ethel Ingalls or 
Pamela Wilz.  
                                                    -Ethel Ingalls 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

The Lorentz Fund  
The first questions you might have are: “What in 
the world is the Lorentz Fund, and why is it so 
named”?  Reasonable questions.  Here is an 
attempt at answers to those questions, in reverse 
order. 
In 1994, Charles and Lena Lorentz set out in a 
trust that they maintained, a substantial gift to St. 
John’s to be used in the erection of a new building 
or to help finance permanent improvements or 
major repairs to the church property.  This gift 
forms the core of the Lorentz Fund, which was 
established at that time. 
St. John’s has not seriously considered a new 
building, but there have been major repairs.  The 
St. John’s Board has defined the term “Major 
repairs” as a project that has an expected life of 
over 10 years or has a value of over $4000.  
Routine maintenance work and supplies are 
excluded from funding from the Lorentz Fund. 
The Fund Trustees are obligated to maintain 
between 20% and 50% of the funds in mutual 
funds and EFT’s, which are broad market funds, 
and not sector funds or concentrated in one 
industry.  The balance must be invested in CD’s, 
investment grade bond funds, US Treasuries, or 
money market funds. 
5% of the annual valuation of the fund may be 
used to fund major projects, and funds may be 
carried over to the next year.  As with the Legacy 
Fund, expenditures are made only on the 
recommendation of the St. John’s Board, with the 
concurrence of the Fund Trustees. 
Recently, Lorentz Fund money has been used to 
finance the new boiler.  This use of the funds was 
spread out over 5 years, to meet the restrictions of 
the Fund. 
Currently, the Lorentz Fund has $106,000 in 
assets, and $6651 available for use in 2010. 
Members and friends of St. John’s may make 
contributions to the Lorentz Fund at any time.  
Contact one of the Fund Trustees (Judy Buxton, 
Penny Shada, Krysta December, Claire Wagner, 
Kari Olson, or Dick Fencl) for more information.  
                                          -The Fund Trustees  
 

 

 
 

 

 

Music Vivace 
By Dr. Catherine Roma 

St. John’s Minister of Music 

 
On December 13, to accompany Rev. Tracy's  
sermon on angels, the St. John's Choir will sing  
verses from traditional carols that reference angels--
those amazing angels are everywhere present! 
 On Sunday December 20, the St. John's Choir will 
perform their annual Choral Sunday Service. We 
celebrate this time of light, love, giving, thought-
fulness, and peace filled glad tidings. In the mix  
of our wide-eyed, child-like curiosity during these 
dark December days, feelings of loss, and change  
accompany the complexity of our well-lived lives.  
Our choral music selections soar with the joy and 
celebration of the season. Through the deepening 
sounds of well-crafted poetry, we lift up a rich  
sound, a choral tapestry of love and interconnect-
edness. Our music is, in part, inspired by the life of 
Esme Kenney. You will hear the beauty of her life 
swirling through the sounds we create to honor her  
and this most light-full and hope-filled time of year. 
 

 

                  

From the ffice 
by Josie Arens  

St. John’s Office Administrator  

 
Thursday December 10 is the last day to order 
poinsettias for the Christmas Eve service. Please email 
or call me if you’d like to order one. The next Reporter 
deadline will be on Thursday December 17 at 5pm.This 
will be the final issue for 2009. The first deadline of the 
New Year will be Thursday January 7.  I will be out  
of the office on Friday December 11. 
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Church Calendar 
 
Tuesday December 8 

    10:00am: Yoga 
    7:00pm: 30s & 40s Group 
    7:00pm: Meditation 
    7:00pm: Adult RE: Menu for the Future 

Wednesday, December 9 

    6:30pm: Executive Board Meeting  
    7:00pm: Chalice Group (Strong) 

Thursday December 10 

    10:00am: Meditation 
    7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal 
    7:00pm: Chalice Group (Brooks)  

Friday December 11 

    Office Closed - Josie Vacation Day 
    7:00pm: Interweave Potluck and Movie 

Saturday December 12 

    10:30am: Chalice Group (Nunn)  
    3:00pm: Holiday Open House  
         (at the home of Haddens/Miller/Meyer) 
    6:00pm: RE Gingerbread House Making  Party 

Sunday December 13 

    9:00am: Children’s RE Committee 
    9:00am: Choir Rehearsal 
    10:00am: Adult Forum 
    11:00am: Community Worship Service 
    12:45pm: Town Hall Meeting 
    1:00pm: Non Violent Communication 
    6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee  

Tuesday December 15 

    10:00am: Yoga 
    7:00pm: Adult RE- Menu for the Future 
    7:00pm: Young Adults Discussion & Action  
    7:00pm: Praxis Committee for Bruce Beisner 

Wednesday December 16 
    6:30pm: Board Meeting 
 
 

 

Thursday December 17 

    10:00am:  Meditation 
    5:00pm: Deadline for The Reporter 
    7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal  

Friday December 18 

    12:00pm: Leadership Development Comm. 
    7:00pm: Game Night 

Saturday December 19 

    10:00am: Chalice Group Facilitators 
    2:00pm: Choir Dress Rehearsal 
    6:00pm: Earth Spirit Yule Ritual Bonfire 

Sunday December 20 

    9:30am: Choir Rehearsal 
    10:00am: Knitting For Peace 
    11:00am: Choral Holiday Service 
    12:00pm: Green Sanctuary Partners 
    6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee  

Tuesday December 22 

    10:00am: Yoga 
    7:00pm: 30's & 40's Group Discussion 
    7:00pm: Chalice Group (Luerssen) 

Wednesday December 23 

    6:30pm: Caring Circle 

Thursday December 24 

    10:00am: Meditation 
    7:00pm: Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  

Thursday December 25 

    Christmas Day- Office Closed  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 

Thought f the Week 
 
 

“At times our own light goes out 
and is rekindled by a spark from another.” 

 
-ALBERT SCHWEITZER 

 
 
 
 


