Newsletter of St. John’s Unitarian Universalist Church

April 4, 2010

Sunday Community Worship Services

Community Worship Services and Children’s Religious Exploration
begin each Sunday at 11:00am. Child care is available.

Sunday April 11 at 11:00am

Spring Choral Concert Service

“Soul on Soul: Jazz it Up”

the St. John’s Adult Choir and Rev. Denise Tracy

The St. John's Choir, with additional friends, will present an exciting
program of sacred choral jazz celebrating the sacred music of composer
Mary Lou Williams. See page 3 for all the details.

Sunday April 18 at 11:00am

“Annual YRUU Worship Service”

This service will be brought to you by the creative and talented YRUU
youth and will center around ideas about ethical eating which the teens
have been discussing all year. As always, they have a few surprises in
store for you that you won’t want to miss!

Sunday April 25 at 11:00am

“Beyond Categorical Thinking”

the Rev Laurie Thomas and Mary Esther Johnson

As we engage in the process of searching for a new Settled Minister for
St. John’s, we can get caught up in comparing candidates to our
“picture” we can even forget what we hoped for in a minister. Our
service and the workshop to follow will examine the importance of our
openness to diversity. See page 5 for more details.
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Our Mission: St. John’s is committed
to creating a safe and caring community,
working for peace and social justice,
and celebrating beliefs that respect
freedom of thought.
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Interim Minister
the Rev. Denise Tracy
Minister Emerita
the Rev. Annie Foerster
Minister of Music
Dr. Catherine Roma
Assoc. Director of Music
Rachel Kramer
Acting Director of
Religious Exploration
Elizabeth Wilson
Caretaker
Tim Johnson
Office Administrator
Mary Jo (Josie) Arens
Church Office
513-961-1938
office@stjohnsuu.org
Church Office Hours
Monday-Friday
7:30am to 2pm
Church Website
www.stjohnsuu.org
e-News
enews@stjohnsuu.org
Newsletter Editor

Bruce Beisner

Next Newsletter Deadline

Thursday April 15 at Spm




Minister’s Musings

Dear Friends,

This year we have been collecting pop tops. We have filled our bottle
once and now, it is almost full for a second time. The littlest of children
understand the metaphor...all of us collecting pop tops and putting them
together symbolizes a larger project, all of us are contributing towards a
greater good. We will take our pop tops to the Ronald McDonald House /

and the money they are worth will contribute to help house the families
of sick children. If we all contribute, we will do so much good together.

§

Buddha said: "Thousands of candles can be lighted from a single candle, and the life of the candle will not
be shortened. Happiness never decreases by being shared." So it is with our entire congregational life.
People work on committees, people contribute time, people work together and all of our efforts keep our
congregation alive and growing. We share in the work and the future of our church.

This week a Listening Steward (we have 60) will call you and ask you for a few minutes of your time. They
want to hear your feedback and ideas for how things are going and what your dreams are for the future of
St. John's. Your answers will form a larger whole and we will use the gathered information to build our
second Interim year together. The Listening Stewards will also deliver your pledge card. They will not ask
you for money. The listening is the major task of their visit. You may ask questions but there is no hard sell
here. We all know that sharing our financial resources builds our church.

Just like with the pop tops, if we all do our best, we can work together to build a brighter future for our
beloved St John's. This stewardship drive is about caring, caring enough about St John's to raise enough
money for the search committee to have enough resources to secure the best possible minister for the future.

Do the best that you can. Just like with the pop tops, if everyone does their best, it will be enough.

Blessings and thanks,

Denise
Your Interim Minister

Rev. Denise Tracy's Schedule and Contact Numbers
cell 847-431-8282,  private line at church 513-961-1994,  home 513-376-6775 (in case of emergency)
Office Hours are Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 9:00am to noon, or by appointment
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“pportunities
& Invitations

Spring Choral Service
On April 11, the worship service will capture the
life, legacy, and music of Mary Lou Williams,
a jazz pianist, composer, teacher, and creative
artist; some would call her genius. Tammy
Kernodle, associate professor of musicology at
Miami University, came to rehearsal last
Thursday. She shared enlightening information
about Mary Lou Williams, and you too will have
the opportunity to learn in the service. Rev. Tracy
has fashioned a story for the children and young at
heart about the early piano years of Mary Lou.
Musicians will demonstrate how a simple melody
(like Amazing Grace) can be transformed through
improvisation. 50+ singers will join vocal soloists
and instrumental musicians to perform sections
from Williams' Mass for Peace, an extended sacred
jazz suite composed in the 1960s. We hope you
will be present to hear this rarely performed music.
Thanks to the Mary Lou Williams Resurgence
Project, and the 100th anniversary year of Mary
Lou’s birth, word is finally getting out. Be among
the anointed; come listen to beautiful, progressive
jazz by jazz great, Mary Lou Williams.

-Cathy Roma, Minister of Music

Exploring UU Class

All visitors and frequent attendees are invited to an
orientation session about St. John’s and the history
of Unitarian Universalism on Saturday April 10.
This is an opportunity to share your spiritual
journey, take a tour of the church, discuss some
UU philosophy and history and learn about the
programs and activities available at St. John’s.
The session will be from 9:00am to 12:30pm with
lunch and childcare provided. Call the church
office or contact Kathryn McDonough to reserve
a place and to let us know your dietary and
childcare needs. Please RSVP by April 6.

-The Membership Committee

LAFS Monthly Dinner

The LAFS (Lively After 40-50 plus) will dine at
Andy's Mediterranean Grill in Walnut Hills on
Friday April 9 at 6.30pm. All St. Johner's of that age
cohort are invited to attend. Please RSVP by April 7

to Nina Tolley.
-Nina Tolley

Interweave Movie & Potluck
Please join us for a potluck and movie in Krolfifer on
Friday April 16. The doors will open at 7:00 for the
potluck, and the movie is scheduled to begin at
7:30pm. We'll be showing “Beautiful Thing,” which
is a British coming of age story that was the winner
of 4 International Film Festival Awards. Interweave
is St John’s social group for GLBT folks and
friends/allies. All are welcome!

-Greg Terhune

Great Decisions

Our Great Decisions series is nearing the end. Each
group meets from 1-2:30pm on Sundays

after church in the Chapel. Drop-Ins are welcome.
The last 3 discussion topics will be:

April 4: Russia and Its Neighbors

April 11: The U.S. and the Persian Gulf

April 18: Peacebuilding and Conflict Resolution
-The Adult RE Committee

Can You See the Need?

Being able to see, or having access to eyeglasses,
is something most of us don’t think a lot about.
Imagine not being able to read medication instruct-
tions, your mail, the newspaper, or a good book.
Please take a moment to search your desk drawers,
cabinets, or wherever you may find old or unused
reading and old prescription glasses. The Saturday
Morning Chalice Group will be collecting your
donations during April and May. You’ll find a
donation table in Krolfifer after Sunday services.
We know you can help see the need.

-Jim Nunn
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Music Series Concert
Please plan to join us for the final concert of
this year’s St. John’s Music Series on Saturday April
17 at 8:00pm, featuring the Cincinnati Men’s
Chorus. The Cincinnati Men’s Chorus calls
St. John’s home now and will be the featured
performers on the final concert of the 2009-2010 St.
John’s Music Series! Under the direction of Dr.
Patrick Coyle, the Cincinnati Men's Chorus (CMC)
is a voluntary, not-for-profit community chorus
organized to provide the opportunity for gay men
and gay-supportive men to sing together. The
primary purpose of CMC is musical excellence for
education, enjoyment, and cultural enrichment of our
audiences and us. While striving to achieve this
purpose, the chorus also seeks to provide social and
fellowship experiences that reach beyond the realm
of musical purpose to deepen and enrich our lives.
In addition, we provide opportunities to present a
positive image of the gay community to the general
public by being identified as an organization of
individuals who are making a contribution to the
entire community. Tickets available on-line, by
calling the office or at the door.

-Rachel Kramer

Help Our Neighbors

Volunteer for Repair Affair
Volunteers are needed for a UU team working at
“Repair Affair” on May 8. Join with other UUs to
offer tangible, appreciated support in our own
community. Jim Decker is working to put together
a team of people to participate in People Working
Cooperatively's (PWC) event. “Repair Affair” is
PWC's annual spring volunteer event, providing
home repairs and modifications that enable low-
income, elderly and disabled residents to remain
safely in their homes. To get more information and
sign up contact Jim Decker.

-Karolyn Schalk

PAGE 4 The Reporter April 4, 2010

Fundraiser for Haiti on April 11
Our 4th” 5th grade teaching team (Angie and Tim
Dewald and Barbara Tonne) have spent the past
month teaching their class about Haiti, the devasta-
tion wrought by the earthquake in January, and the
many relief agencies working hard to help this poor
nation recover. As part of their learning, the kids
have spent several weeks creating magnets they will
sell to benefit the efforts of Doctors Without Borders
in Haiti. The magnet sale will be held during coffee
hour on Sunday April 11. Magnets will be $1 each.
Look for the table in Krolfifer.

-Elizabeth Wilson

Adult Forums
April 11- “Kinship Care” Lynn Williams from the
Ohio Empowerment Coalition will tell about efforts
to support grandparents and other relatives who are
caring for children whose parents cannot. OEC is a
statewide consumer advocacy group that promotes
programs that serve low income groups. Cincinnati's
Contact Center is one of the original programs to
organize low-income people to have a strong voice
in speaking out for themselves. St. Johns has
supported the Contact Center in a variety of ways.
April 18 — “Intriguing Examples of Ethical
Reasoning” We will be using a portion of another
of Prof. Michael Sandel's lectures on Justice: The
Right Thing to Do. Paul Bowen will lead a discus-
sion of ethics wherever the spirit leads us. This is the
same DVD set we sampled when we did the forum
on Putting a Price Tag on Life last January.
Forums are held every Sunday morning
from 10am-10:45 in Krolfifer.
No registration is required.
If you have a topic you’d
like to have discussed at
a forum, please let Ethel
Ingalls or Pamela Wilz
know.

-Ethel Ingalls

e



Thank You and There’s One

More Partner Church Luncheon
Thank you to the 95 volunteers who pitched in and
made this year's Partner Church Dinner such a
success. The dinner is a wonderful time for St.
Johners to gather in community, but what makes the
dinner so special is the fact that everyone helps make
the dinner possible one way or another. If you have
ideas on something you'd like to see in next year's
dinner, contact Mary Darner or one of the other
Friends of Szentlaszlo. Our last Friends sponsored
soup, salad, and bread luncheon will be on Sunday
April 11, after the choir concert service. Stay and
help celebrate with the choir this joyous day.

-The Friends of Szentlaszlo

Memorial Day Sunday
Have you ever served our country in any branch of
the service? What is your perspective on your
service and how do you understand serving in the
military from your current life vantage point? The
Worship Arts group is responsible for providing one
worship experience a month. Our next such worship
service is the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend. We
thought we would ask people to tell their stories
about service to our country. If you would be willing
to share, please call Denise Tracy or Pamela Wilz
If we have 4 or 5 people, each can speak for about 5
minutes. We are hopeful also that people will speak
from their hearts so we have different stories and
different viewpoints. We will also be signing and
sending cards to people we know who are currently
serving in the military. If you know of someone, let
us know. We'll need their address.

—Rev. Denise Tracy

Spring Cleaning at St. John’s
Mark your calendars for our Spring All-Church
Work Day. On Saturday May 15, volunteers will be
gathering to do needed work both inside and outside
the church building. There’s much work to be done
around our church home, so please plan to join us.
Look for more details and sign-up sheets soon.
-Bruce Beisner and Krysta December

Beyond Categorical Thinking
“Will the new minister hear me? Will my concerns
and needs be met? Will the minister understand
what I’m living with? How will the community
respond to our minister?”
In answering these questions, a picture of the “ideal
minister” (categorized by age, gender, gender
identity, nationality, physical ability, race, and
sexual orientation) comes to mind. With this
picture in place, it can be easy to unintentionally
exclude ministers who fall into certain categories.
At times, as we get caught up in comparing
candidates to our “picture” we can even forget what
we hoped for in a minister. On Sunday April 25, St.
John’s will participate in the Beyond Categorical
Thinking workshop offered by the UUA for
congregations involved in the search for a new
minister. The Settled Search Committee invites all
congregation members and friends to the workshop
and lunch which is free and provided by our Men’s
Group. This follows the service and should last for
about two and a half hours. Childcare is provided.
The selection of a minister is important. The
Beyond Categorical Thinking workshop is another
opportunity for everyone in our congregation to be
a part of that process.

-The Settled Search Committee

Peace Task Force Brunch
On Saturday April 24 at 10 am, the St. John’s
Peace Task Force will host the quarterly brunch
for the local network of peace churches--Quaker,
Mennonite, Brethren and UU. The Peace Church
Network will provide the main course (egg dish)
and St. Johners will provide juice, coffee, fruit and
rolls etc. The brunch will be followed by a talk by
Melanie Snyder author of Grace Goes To Prison:
An Inspiring Story of Hope and Humanity and
will offer her perspective on our criminal justice
system. All St Johners are invited. Child Care is
available. Please RSVP to Nina Tolley.

-Nina Tolley
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Church Calendar

Sunday April 4- Easter Sunday
9:30am: Choir Rehearsal
11:00am: Community Worship Service
1:00pm: Great Decisions
6:00pm: Men's Group
6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee
Tuesday April 6
10:00am: Yoga
7:00pm: Book Discussion Group
7:00pm: Conversations about Thoreau's Walden
7:00pm: Young Adults Discussion & Action
Wednesday April 7
10:00am : Chalice Group (Hadden)
5:00pm: eNews Deadline
7:00pm: Chalice Group (Prairie)
7:00pm: Membership Committee
Thursday April 8
10:00am: Meditation
6:00pm: Tai Chi
7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal
7:00pm: Chalice Group (Brooks)
Friday April 9
7:00 pm: Choir Rehearsal
Saturday April 10
9:00am: Exploring UU
1:00pm: Choir Dress Rehearsal
Sunday April 11
9:30am: Choir Rehearsal
10:00am: Adult Forum
10:00am: Knitting for Peace
11:00am: Spring Choral Concert Service
12:15pm : Friends of Szentlaszlo Lunch
12:30pm: Young Adult Group
1:00pm: Great Decisions
1:00pm: Non Violent Communication
6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee
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Tuesday April 13
10:00am: Yoga
7:00pm: Praxis Committee for Bruce Beisner
Wednesday April 14
5:00pm: eNews Deadline
6:30pm: Executive Board Meeting
7:00pm: Chalice Group (Strong)
Thursday April 15
10:00am: Meditation
5:00pm: Deadline for The Reporter
7:00pm: Choir Rehearsal
Friday April 16
6:00pm: YRUU Rehearsal
7:00pm: Interweave Potluck and Movie
Saturday April 17
9:30am: Spring All Council Meeting
10:00am: Chalice Group Facilitators Meeting
8:00pm: Music Series Concert
Sunday April 18
10:00am: Adult Forum
11:00am: Community Worship Service
12:15pm: GA Children’s Choir Rehearsal
1:00pm: Great Decisions
6:00pm: Settled Minister Search Committee
Monday April 19
7:00pm: Finance Council
Tuesday April 20
10:00am: Yoga
7:00pm: Young Adults Discussion & Action
Wednesday April 21
12:00pm: Leadership Development Comm.
5:00pm: eNews Deadline
6:30pm: Board of Trustees Meeting
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Spring All Council Meeting
The Spring All Council Meeting is scheduled for
April 17 from 9:00 to noon in Krolfifer. Attendees
at this meeting will be using the lists of St. John's
resources generated at the Fall All Council to create
an “activities budget” (a look at how
we use human energy, which is as precious a
resource as money) in order to begin the ground-
work for a new strategic plan and a streamlined,
revitalized Board-committee structure. In the short-
term we want folks to leave the meeting with a
better idea of where committees can focus their
energies best. Everyone is welcome! Committee
chairs, committee members, anyone else involved
in the work of St. John’s, Please RSVP to Josie in
the church office at 513-961-1938 by April 15 so
we know how much coffee to brew, bagels to buy
and tables to set-up.

-Penny Shada

March 2010 Board of Trustees

Meeting Summary

Board Decisions:

* Approved and recorded the email vote regarding
hiring Tim Johnston as custodian effective Jan. 1
* Approved and recorded the e-mail vote to hold the
special plate collection for the UUSC/UUA Haiti
Relief Fund

* Approved for the Committee on Achieving
Congregational Harmony (COACH) the following
persons:

Ruth Anne Wolfe, term ending 6/30/2010

Frances May Brooks, term ending 6/30/2011

Don Fannin, term ending 6/30/2012

* Start the search to fill part-time DRE position

* Ask the Fund Trustees to approve using $1066
from the Legacy Fund to replace the mixer for the
sound system

Board Discussions:
* Suggestions from members to publish businesses
run by congregants and also to start a support group
at church for unemployed persons
* Need for person to act as Historian to systematize
storage and set up system for historical records of St.
John’s
* Privacy and Electronic Media Policy to be reviewed
at the next meeting

-Carol Fencl, Secretary to the Board

Talent Search

The floor is now open for nominations to 10 elected
positions including Vice President/President Elect,
Secretary, Finance, and Mission, and Property
Council Directors, two Fund Trustees and two
members of the Nominating Committee. The job
description and Board Member’s responsibilities for
each position can be found in the Members’ Corner at
www.stjohnsuu.org. The Nominating Committee has
lined up candidates for some but not all of the
positions and would like to hear from members
willing to be considered for positions no later than
April 11. Any individual who submits a nomination
statement signed by five members before the close of
nominations on May 1 is assured a place on the ballot
for all elected positions.
Elected Positions to be filled at June 6 Election:
All positions for two year terms unless indicated

Vice President 2010-11/President 2011-12

Board of Trustees Secretary

Director of Community Council

Director of Finance Council (1 year term)

Director of Property Council

Director of Mission Council

Nominating Committee: two of four positions

Fund Trustees: two of four positions
If you’re willing to volunteer your talent, to propose a
nominee, or to request additional info contact Howard
Tolley, Wanda Crawford, Jim Decker or Sylvia
Mersfelder.

-The Nominating Committee
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Happenings in the Wider UU community

The Mountain UU Center

Upcoming programs at The Mountain include...
Spring Mini-Retreat: Would you like to spend a
Spring Weekend in the beautiful natural surround-
ing of our UU center, The Mountain, in Highlands
North Carolina? For April 16-18 only, you can stay
there from Friday afternoon to Sunday after-noon,
for an all-inclusive price for lodging and meals of
$150 for adults and only $52 for children between
4-17 years of age.
Summer Camp at The Mountain: Summer is
just around the corner, and it's time to register for
summer camp. Camps range for children from
elementary school through high school, as well as
for grandparents and grandchildren.
For more details visit www.mountaincenters.org
or contact Carol or Dick Fencl.

—Dick and Carol Fencl

Midwest UU Summer Assembly
This year's Midwest Unitarian Universalist Summer
Assembly (MUUSA) will be Sunday July 4 to
Saturday July 10 at Trout Lodge in Potosi,
Missouri. MUUSA has been gathering every
summer for over 60 years. There is something for
everyone at MUUSA! Trout Lodge is located in
5,200 acres of pine and oak forest on a private 360
acre lake 75 miles southwest of St. Louis, Missouri,
outside Potosi. Campers enjoy tennis, mini-golf,
volleyball, horseback riding, archery, swimming,
boating, arts and crafts, and daily activities provided
by Trout Lodge. Additionally we offer MUUSA
workshops, dancing, music, and opportunities for
spiritual growth and celebration. Children of all
ages thrive during this special week and are warmly
invited to join our MUUSA family in 2010.
Registration and information is available at

www.rmuusa.org
-Karen Peck of MUUSA
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UUA General Assembly

The Unitarian Universalist Association’s 2010
General Assembly will be held in Minneapolis,
Minnesota on June 23-27. Join thousands of UUs
from across the United States. You’ll hear terrific
speakers. There will be hundreds of entertaining
programs and informative workshops. Anyone
interested in attending as a delegate from St. John’s
should contact Ann Schuur, Director of Mission
Council.

-Ann Schuur

Spring Auction at Northern Hills
St. John’s members are invited to join your UU
friends at Northern Hills Fellowship for their annual
Spring Auction on Saturday April 17 starting at
6:30pm. This year’s auction will be “A Night at the
Oscars” and is a chance to fill your social calendar
with dinners and parties; bid on a vacation get-away;
sign up for tours, lessons, or other services; and buy
fine woodcrafts, jewelry or other unique and useful
items. There will be food, fun, a silent auction and a
live auction. All proceeds benefit Northern Hills UU
Fellowship. For more details, visit www.uunhf.org
—Betsy Anderson of NHF

From the ‘=ffice

By Josie Arens
St. John’s Office Administrator

We are no longer accepting empty pill bottles.
The project has ended. Please do not leave
anymore in the office. There is a lost and found
box on the file cabinet in the office. There are a few
set of keys in the box (which include car keys)

If you or you know some-one who has lost their
keys please look in the box. I will be out of the
office on Friday(s) April 2nd and 9th. The deadline
for the next issue of The Reporter will be Thursday
April 15 at 5:00pm. Email your articles to Bruce
Beisner at bbeisner@advantext.com



RE-flections

By Elizabeth Wilson
Acting Director of Religious Exploration

RE Visioning Workshop Update:

A HUGE thank you to everyone who took time
from their hectic schedules to participate in last
weekend’s “RE Visioning for the Future” work-
shop! I hope those of you who participated feel as
energized and hopeful as I do about the future for
our children and youth programming. During the
workshop, we once again acknowledged one of the
great strengths of our program is the incredible
dedication of our RE teachers. Among the areas we
targeted for further action are: (1) working on
curriculum mapping and making our Sunday
morning experiences more relevant to today’s
kids—Dboth in content and delivery, (2) more
intentional support of our RE teachers through
training and development, (3) offering more
multigenerational experiences so our RE program
for children & youth truly feels like an integral
part of our church, and (4) having more FUN!

Spring Has Sprung!

While some feel like the church year is beginning to
wind down, with summer just around the corner, it
is full steam ahead in RE! Mark these important
upcoming events on your calendar:

Sunday April 11: Fundraiser for Haiti. Purchase
magnets made by our fourth-fifth grade class during
coffee hour. Proceeds benefit the efforts of Doctors
Without Borders in Haiti. (See additional article
elsewhere in this issue.)

Sunday April 18: Annual YRUU Worship
Service. Our high schoolers have been working
long and hard on this year’s service. Don’t miss it!
Sunday May 2: Teacher Appreciation Breakfast.
A time to honor those who give so much of their
time to our program!

Thank You, Thank You, Thank You...

to Tim Dewald for chaperoning a recent high school
CON in Michigan; to Maria Yunker for doing some
much-needed spring cleaning in Rosa Parks; to
Wendy Waters-Connell for donating a printer/fax
machine (now being used in the RE office!) and
scads of scrapbooking supplies; to Pete Asman for
his continued support for all things technical; and to
everyone who donated canned goods for the Easter
Sunday Hunt! It takes a village. . .and we are
fortunate to have a very generous village!!

RE-related Volunteer Opportunities:

Ongoing: RE Greeters needed every Sunday.
Contact me if you are interested in helping with this
simple, 20-minute commitment on Sunday mornings!
Childcare Volunteers Needed: Occasionally

our paid childcare staff is unavailable on Sunday
mornings. If you have an interest in young children
and can provide back-up on an occasional basis,
please contact me!

Thank you for bringing your kids to church and
thank you for involving them in RE. Please feel free
to share your thoughts/ideas on how we can improve
the experience for your children/youth. You can
contact me at 513-961-1940. My office hours are
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 9am-2pm.

The Reporter, April 4, 2010 PAGE 9




Thought Tf the Week

“You who have an eye for miracles
regard the bud now appearing on the bare branch
of the fragile young tree.

It’s a mere dot, a nothing.

But already it’s a flower, already a fruit,
already its own death and resurrection.”

-Diego Valeri



